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Professor GONG Haomin
Associate Professor of Department of Chinese

The seminar will be conducted via Zoom.
No registration is required.
ILP 1.5 units (Aesthetic Development)
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In this talk, I will discuss my recent book Made in Hong Kong: Transpacific Networks 
and a New History of Globalization (Columbia University Press, 2021). Made in Hong 
Kong delivers a new narrative of Hong Kong's economic evolution over the Cold War 
period. Drawing on primary sources from Hong Kong, mainland China, Britain, and 
the United States, I argue that Hong Kong's remarkable capitalist transformation 
between 1949 and 1997 must be understood through transpacific contexts and 
networks. In particular, the book explores the role of U.S.-oriented Chinese elites 
who fled to Hong Kong around 1949 and the ways in which they used their 
connections with the United States to advance personal agendas. Despite losing 
material possessions, these industrialists, bankers, academics, and other 
professionals used transpacific relationships to enmesh themselves and Hong Kong 
generally with the U.S. through both business and education. By the 1960s, the 
United States was Hong Kong's largest trading partner and outside investor, while by 
the 1970s Hong Kong was the world’s largest sender of foreign students to U.S. 
colleges and universities. Once mainland China’s reforms accelerated, these 
networks positioned Hong Kong to become a crucial node for China’s export-driven 
development and the linchpin of revived Sino-U.S. trade.
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Made in Hong Kong: Transpacific Networks and a New History of 
Globalization

Confucian discourse on politics often impresses people as being too idealistic. It focuses 
on depicting a high-sounding ethical relationship between virtuous leaders and devoted 
followers, thus prescribing guidelines that direct and constrain political behaviors. Yet 
our complex daily experience in politics hardly conform to this caricature of Confucian 
politics. The binary opposite language of ‘righteous’, ‘unrighteous,’ ‘benevolent,’ and 
‘non-benevolent’ at times seem too simplistic or even naïve to be provide any pertinent 
guidance in the real political world. Such tendency has been relatively well depicted in 
Western political philosophy as the ‘Dirty Hands Problem’ in politics. This essay would 
approach this debate from a different perspective: how would Confucians respond to 
the issue of dirty hands politics? In this article, I will develop one possible strand of 
Confucian perspective through critically engage with one particular Confucian 
master—Wang Fuzhi. Through reconstructing Wang’s line of thought, I contend that 
Confucianism has taken the issue of dirty hands politics seriously. Rather than resorting 
simplistic political moralism, Wang’s rejection of dirty hands politics has exemplified 
Confucianism’s sensitivity to realistic constraints in politics.

Rejecting Dirty Hands: Wang Fuzhi’s Commentary on History
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